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How are you this morning? 
Really? 
  Many times we hear and ourselves use the 
first line above as a greeting, but how often do we, or 
they,  listen to an answer. 
  Are you getting depressed by the continuing 
restrictions?  Especially if you are convinced, as I am, 
that the current continuance is worse than useless.  
 (If you are interested in knowing what a group 
of Australian medical Doctors think about the current 
covid measures have a look at the link I have copied at 
the end of these pages.) 

Early on, we needed restrictions because we did not 
really know much about this virus. But now, much 
research is showing that this covid is not a particularly 
serious infection compared to the other  influenza 
type viruses.  One surprising statistic which has 
emerged is that the countries which locked down most 
severely and early have suffered the highest death 
rates.  And the severest impacts to their economies. 
  Europe is now entering their ‘flu’ season and 
news media are sounding alarms about a second wave 
of infections and that appears to be starting;  but, 
guess what?  No deaths this time!   
  Even W.H.O. is now recommending against 
further lockdowns.  
But our illustrious leader appears to have not noticed 
these things yet.  The future will reveal his real agenda 
(apart from staying out of prison).  Among other 
things, he is reported to have said to a group of 
Chinese business leaders in October last year that 
“Victoria will become China’s gateway to Australia.”  
This was part of a speech in support of a huge loan 
from China for his infrastructure projects.   
  Are the times mentioned in Matthew 24 closer 
than we think? 

 So what is our future?  
      “We don’t know what tomorrow holds, but we 
know Who holds tomorrow” are words from a song 
that was sung at my wedding with Valmai.  Good to 
remember, especially in times of uncertainty. 

  

So how are we doing? 
We have little choice but to obey. 

Scripture tells us that we should. 
Matthew 22:21     Mark 12:17.   Luke 20:25 
Note that there were unjust rulers in Jesus’ day too.  
And long before that. 

Is there a Biblical principle here?  I believe that 
there is. 

In the book of Esther, there is never any 
suggestion that the Jewish people do anything that is 
not in compliance with the laws of the land.  Even 
when facing possible extermination. 

In Jeremiah 29:11_13 we read:- “For I know 
the plans I have for you says The Lord. Plans for 
welfare and peace, not for evil, but to give you hope in 
your final outcome.  Then you will call upon Me and 
come and pray to Me and I will hear you and answer.  
Then you will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me 
with all your heart. I will be found by you says The 
Lord.”  (The bolding is mine.) 
  The first of those verses was on the front of a 
diary on Valmai’s desk next to mine this morning. 
When I went to look it up I mistakenly read verse 11 
from Isiah 30 first. It is similar but adds dimensions of 
rescue and judgement .  
  “I am with you, says the Lord, to save you.  I 
will make a full end to the nations to which I have 
scattered you, but I will not make a full end of you.  I 
will correct you.  I will not hold you guiltless and leave 
you unpunished.” 

The verses of chapter 29 were written firstly to 
the Jews who had been taken captive to Babylon.  
(Jeremiah 29:1)  This chapter warns them that their 
captivity will not be short.  Prepare for the long haul.  
“Seek the welfare of the city to which you have been 
taken for in the welfare of that city you will have 
welfare.”  Even pray for it!  (Verse 7). 

I believe that is our situation.  Citizens of another 
country but in enemy occupied territory for a while.  
Here for a season and meant to be a blessing to those 
around us.   

How do we bless our country? 
     I suggest that living Godly lives in accordance with 
Scriptural instruction is #1.  People who live their lives 
in accordance with the principles of the Bible are good 
citizens.  They will obey the laws.  They will be 
respectful, even kind to others. (Easy when they are 



kind to us but more difficult if they are not.) 
  Challenge: follow the example of Jesus. Luke 
22:51. If I could, would I do that? 
Luke 22:49_51 “When those who were around Him 
saw what was about to happen they said, ‘Lord, shall 
we strike with the sword?’  One of them struck the 
bond servant of the high priest and cut off his right 
ear.  But Jesus said, ‘Permit them to seize Me.’  And He 
touched the ear and healed him.” 

Would that be my attitude? 

There are other examples.  Joseph showed 
kindness to his brothers when he met them again.  
Sure, he kept them in suspense for a time, but he had 
a plan to bring the family back together again.  It 
appears that they were troubled by their consciences  
for a very long time.  (And Satan tries to do that to us 
today.  ‘Your sin is just too great.  God could never 
forgive that!’  or:  ‘Are you sure that you have 
confessed everything?  Are you sure there is not 
something else that you have forgotten to confess and 
so it is not yet forgiven.  It only takes one blemish.’) 

In Genesis 50:15    we read:   ……”they said 
‘Perhaps now Joseph will hate us and pay us back for 
all the evil that we did to him.’”  They just could not 
believe that he had really meant what he had told 
them when he revealed to them who he was.  Genesis 
45:5   “Do not be distressed or angry with yourselves 
because you sold me here, for God sent me ahead of 
you to preserve life.”  Had they ever wondered if 
Joseph would at some time tell Jacob what had really 
happened to him?  Did Jacob ever ask?  It would be a 
very natural thing to do.  I wonder what answer 
Joseph gave. 
(‘Joseph, what did happen to that beautiful coat I gave 
you?  How did it come to be lying out there torn and 
soaked in blood?’ is one possible question.   Maybe 
Jacob knew his sons too well to ask.) 

We hardly need to say that good citizens will 
not commit any overt crimes like robbery.   Good 
citizens (dare I suggest it?) will not even dodge their 
taxes when opportunities arise.  (Would we even need 
any police if everybody lived as good citizens?) 
  This does not mean that our priorities as good 
citizens will always look the same as those which our 
secular leaders suggest.  Nor will they always be 
priorities of which they even approve. 

  For example: bringing up our children in the 
Christian faith has been one of my priorities.  
Opposition to this practice is ramping up. 
  Supporting the spread of the Word of God and  
its authority and its continuing relevance for us today 
is another.  Again there are those who oppose this. 
  Being willing to help somebody who we 
perceive needs help has been not only a characteristic 
of Christians but historically of Australians in general.  
The spirit of “mateship” persists especially in the more 
rural areas.  

We need to respect and obey our leaders 
except where Scripture expressly forbids what has 
been requested.  It is not a blind obedience to any and 
every request that our governments (or our work 
supervisors) make of us.  We must evaluate.  For most 
requests it will not take long.   For example; we know 
that killing another person is not pleasing to God.  
(Genesis 4:15,  9:5, are two early examples before we 
have the clear prohibitions pronounced in Exodus 
20:13 and 21:12) Nor is it permitted under civil law in 
general.  That general law also holds us accountable 
when acting under orders from others was 
demonstrated at the time of the Nuremberg trials 
after WW2. 
  Responding to some criticism of those trials as 
they began Charles E. Wyzanski wrote the following 
for “The Atlantic”. 
 “The refusal to recognise the superior order 
defense (my boss ordered me to do it)……... is 
consonant with our ideas of justice. Basically, we 
cannot admit that military efficiency is the paramount 
consideration.  And we cannot even admit that 
individual self-preservation is the highest value.  This is 
not a new question.  Just as it is settled that X is guilty 
of murder if, in order that he and Y, who are adrift on 
a raft, may not die of starvation, he kills their 
companion Z; so a German soldier is guilty of murder 
if, in order that he may not be shot for disobedience 
and his wife tortured in a concentration camp, he 
shoots a Catholic priest.  This is hard doctrine but the 
law cannot recognise as an absolute excuse for killing 
that the killer was acting under compulsion.  Such a 
recognition not only would leave the structure of 
society at the mercy of criminals of sufficient 
ruthlessness but would also place the cornerstone of 
justice on the quicksand of self-interest.” 



   That we will still be held accountable for our 
actions under orders is a principle of justice. 

Notes:  
 1) The ones on trial were not those shooting at 
each other under battlefield conditions. 
2) The author does criticise some other parts of 
the indictments as not having good foundations under 
general law and was doubtful that justice would really 
be done.  He notes among other things that it would 
have been virtually impossible to select an impartial 
jury. 

But most requests that our leaders make of us 
will be reasonable and logical. Others may need more 
thought, even a prayerful searching of our instruction 
manual. (Read Bible.) 
      There may be only Black and White (Evil and Good) 
decisions but our vision is rather blurred at times. 

As to the outcome?  
    We have an assured future. 
“Violence shall no more be heard in your land, nor 
destruction within your borders but you shall call your 
walls Salvation and your gates Praise.  The sun shall no 
more be your light by day nor for brightness shall the 
moon give light to you.  The Lord shall be to you an 
everlasting light and your God your glory.  Your sun 
shall no more go down nor shall your moon withdraw 
itself for the Lord shall be your everlasting light and 
the days of your mourning shall be ended.  Your 
people shall also all be fully righteous.  They shall 
possess the land forever, the branch of My planting, 
the work of My hands that I may be glorified.” 
    That reading was not from Revelation but from Isiah 
59 starting at verse 18. 

 T H E   E N D 

========================================= 
 

 

 

Part of the website of the group of (mainly 
Victorian) Doctors who disagree with current policy. 

https://covidmedicalnetwork.com/about-
covid-medical-network/declaration-statement.aspx 

 

 

 


